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The University of San Diego's School of Education has 
been awarded a $50,000 grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education to improve the training of educators who deal with 
moderately handicapped students. 
"Teachers are coping with the needs of the handicapped 
right now; our job will be to try to make their job a little 
easier," says Dr. Sylvia L. Lewis, who joined the USD faculty in 
August as Associate Director of the grant. 
The grant is renewable every year for three years and 
will create training plans for educators, administrators, and 
doctoral candidates who deal with special needs of the handicapped. 
The need for this type of special training first arose, 
explains Lewis, when Congress passed a law in 1975 requiring 
the handicapped to be educated, wherever possible, in the same 
"mainstream" classroom as the non-handicapped, instead of being 
set apart as had been done previously. 
Lewis received her doctorate from the University of 
Michigan and comes to USD from East Texas State University. 
"We feel that teachers are eager for this information," she 
says. "Providing it is not only a challenge, but an opportunity." 
Under the terms of the grant, materials and course content 
for teaching the disabled will be upgraded; educators will be 
instructed in the law's requirements. 
The law was intended, not so much for the totally blind 
or deaf students, says Lewis, as for the moderately 
handicapped: those with a mild learning disability or sensory 
impairment. It has been demonstrated that "mainstreaming" is 
beneficial, not only for the handicapped themselves, but also for 
the ordinary students, who are given the opportunity to learn to 
tolerate differences. 
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